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Hutto ISD Board of Trustees Approves Almost Five Cent Tax Reduction 

The Huitto ISD Board of Trustees has approved a lower tax rate of $1.62 as part of the 2017-18 school 

year budget. 

The approved rate lowers the Hutto ISD I&S (interest and sinking fund) tax rate by almost $0.05, 

reducing it from $0.4955 to $0.45. The M&O (maintenance and operations) rate remains $1.17.   

While this year’s reduction is much more significant, it is the second consecutive year the School Board 

has been able to reduce the ISD tax rate. Last year’s overall rate was $1.6655. 

Hutto ISD Interim Superintendent, Ed Ramos, said the tax decrease is a result of both good stewardship 

by the district and an increase in appraised home values within the district.  

“We have done an outstanding job of managing taxpayer dollars through the years and have built our 

fund balance to recommended levels,” said Ramos. “While this tax decrease will cause us to use a small 

portion of reserves for our 2017-18 budget, those reserves will come from 2016-17 savings. We are 

thankful for our Hutto families and businesses that help fund our great school district, and this is an 

opportunity to help them.” 

“Hutto and Hutto ISD are becoming desirable places to be. That, in turn, has increased our home 

values,” said Ramos. “As businesses continue to come to Hutto, those also can help take the burden off 

homeowners.” 

The M&O portion of the tax is what the district uses to fund its maintenance and operations. The I&S 

portion is used to pay debt on existing bonds. 

School Board President Connie Gooding said, “The state's contribution to public education is continually 

dropping and thereby increasing the need for local tax dollars. Although we realize that, the Board of 

Trustees was willing to pass a lower rate and thereby provide some relief to our community.  We have 

always enjoyed tremendous support from the citizens of Hutto, and we wanted to do what we could to 

support them.” 

In recent years, the burden to finance public schools has become heavier for the local home owner as 

the state has decreased its share of funding. Last year, the revenue per student from the state was 

$4,321. That will be reduced for the next two years to $3,891 per student. Meanwhile, even with the tax 

decrease, the local revenue per student will increase to $6,111 from last year’s $5,857.  
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